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had all time before him ; but his was not quite so
picturesque a figure as that drawn by Sir Philip
Sidney. When one Conservative orator had finished
his speech, another Conservative orator took up the
tale, and yet another, and another; until at last it
was thought to be convenient for a division to be
taken. The majority, of course, voted for going on
with the business and making some progress with the
Reform Bill, and the motion for adjournment was
therefore defeated. But the Tory tactics endured,
and a moment after the division had been declared
some Tory member got up and moved that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair, which was only
another way of getting rid of the Bill for that sitting.
Then came another long debate and another division ;
and the Tories being once more defeated, some Tory
member fell back on the old motion that the House
do now adjourn. This was in strict accordance with
the rules, which did not allow precisely the same
motion to be moved twice in succession ; and so the
alternate motions that the House do now adjourn,
and that the Speaker do leave the Chair, were kept
up until breakfast time in the morning, and then the
members were allowed to go to their homes, having
to meet again at three that afternoon. For day after
day and night after night this sort of thing went on.
Nobody in the House listened to the debates, nobody
outside the house paid the slightest attention to what
the Tories were saying.

The one question of keen public interest was how
long the Government could hold out against this
peculiar kind of opposition. It might be taken for